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Humanitarian aid
still the top priority in Syria

»

Meeting the urgent humanitarian needs of millions of displaced and returning Syr-
ians inside the country is the immediate priority of the UN Refugee agency and other
aid organizations, UN High Commissioner for Refugees FilippoGrandi said during a
visit to the country.

Grandi was speaking in Douma, Eastern Ghouta’s main city located some ten kilo-
metres outside the capital Damascus. The area suffered widespread destruction dur-
ing years of fighting, culminating in an intense battle when the government retook
control of the city earlier this year.

Thousands of families fled the city during the recent violence
and preceding years of conflict, with 125,000 people currently
living in the area compared with a pre-crisis population of some
300,000.

Amongst the collapsed buildings and piles of rubble, however,
some of the recently displaced are returning to try to rebuild their
homes and lives. But with few dwellings left unscathed and even
the most basic services in short supply, Grandi warned that the
humanitarian needs of the population remained immense.

“Although of course a lot of people are still displaced from their
homes, many have returned,” Grandi said. “They are trying to live
a normal life amidst the ruins, with very little resources, struggling
to normalize life that has been disrupted by so many years of war.”

“There are children here amidst the ruins that need to go to
school, that need to be fed, that need to be clothed.”

“There are children here amidst the ruins that need to go to
school, that need to be fed, that need to be clothed,” he added.
“What we must do is help the people, beyond all politics — and the
politics of this conflict, as we all know, are quite complex. For the
time being, it's the immediate humanitarian needs that need to be
urgently met.”

Now in its eighth year, the Syria conflict has seen more than
5.6 million refugees flee to neighbouring countries in the region,
while according to OCHA figures a further 6.6 million remain dis-
placed within the country. So far this year, more than 750,000 pre-
viously displaced Syrians have returned to their areas of origin.

UN High Commissioner for Refugees FilippoGrandi stands in
front of destroyed buildings in Douma, Syria. © UNHCR/Bassa-
mDiab

Walking the streets of Douma, the High Commissioner saw
returning residents clearing rubble from their homes with shovels
and wheelbarrows, and shopkeepers displaying eggplants and to-
matoes in newly refurbished store fronts.

As well as distributing relief items and shelter rehabilitation
kits, UNHCR has established a network of 97 community centres
across the country to provide educational and vocational courses
for children and adults, as well as protection services to vulnerable
displaced and local Syrians.

The former provides more than 200,000 loaves of bread a day
to locals, while the registry helps Syrians who have been unable
to obtain birth certificates, marriage certificates and other official
papers during years of conflict to get the documents they need in
order to access services and rebuild their lives.

The previous day, in Damascus, the High Commissioner had
wide-ranging discussions with Dr. Faisal Mekdad, Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs, and other senior Syrian officials.

According to UNHCR surveys and focus group interviews in
neighbouring countries, these include the fragility of the security
situation in some parts of the country, the presence of unexploded
ordinance and physical risks in other areas, and the need for guar-
antees that they will remain safe on return and that their rights will
be respected.
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Bahrain Red Crescent Society
to monitor key projects

check on projects funded by donors in the kingdom.
Over the years the Bahrain Red Crescent Society (BRCS) has funded several
schools, health centres, mobile health clinics and other “tangible assets” abroad.
As a follow-up measure society officials said they wanted to ensure that none

of the projects were being misused, or neglected. »

» MONITORS will be sent abroad by a leading Bahraini charity organisation to

“The idea is to have a database of all tangible as-
sets funded by the society over the years,” society sec-
retary general DrFawzi Amin told the GDN.

“We have emailed various Red Cross associations
to update us on the schools or the health centre we
have built, but some of them have not responded yet.”

He said the first batch of about 12 team members,
made up of medical students and graduates, will travel
in October to Azraq camp in Jordan which is housing
thousands of Syrian refugees, followed by a visit to Pal-
estine to monitor BRCS-funded projects.

“Not many people are aware that despite being a
small country, Bahrain has funded and completed pro-
jects in Thailand, Afghanistan, Sudan, the Maldives,
Bangladesh and the Philippines.”

Bahrain-funded humanitarian projects abroad in-
clude a school in an area of Thailand devastated by
a tsunami in 2004, a special-needs school in the Mal-
dives, health care services provided through portable
cabins in Sudan and several projects in Gaza.

The society has spent between $300,000 and $2
million on various projects, said Dr Amin, adding it was
important to have a database to ensure a follow-up
whenever needed.

The projects were launched to help victims of war
and natural disasters, such as earthquakes and tsuna-
mis.

“For example, the society with the help of local do-
nors in the 1980s funded a guest house in Afghanistan
which even today serves Afghans and different aid
agencies.

“Not many know that more than 200 shelter homes
were built, along with a vocational training centre, in the
Philippines island province of Palawan.”

These were built for families hit by Typhoon Haiyan
in November 2013 which killed at least 6,300 people
and affected around 1.1 million in different provinces.

“The society and all our donors should know the sta-
tus of the projects,” said Dr Amin.

‘It has also come to my knowledge that in some
cases the projects were not handed over to the con-
cerned bodies.

“It's because of all these factors we have decided to
send teams to countries where the society has under-
taken projects.”

Dr Amin also pointed out that due to limited funding

ol 112 Hka i

-

e

in the current economic climate and austerity measures
adopted by the government, the society is required to
monitor overseas projects as well as ensure funds are
used properly.

The organisation raised BD200,000 in 2015, but do-
nations dropped to just BD85,000 in 2016.

Founded in 1971, the BRCS was ranked among
the top 50 national societies around the world last year
(2017) and has been recognised by the International
Committee of the Red Cross since 1972.

Among those to benefit from its initiatives are vic-
tims of conflicts in Kosovo and Syria, as well as survi-
vors of earthquakes in Iran in 2004 and Nepal in 2015.

The society also provides aid or in-kind donations
to more than 4,000 underprivileged families in Bahrain
especially during Ramadan or Eid.
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Relief provision for people affected by Sudan floods
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Partnership in Humanitarian Aid

By Dr. Fawzi Abdullah Amin
General Secretary of Bahrain Red Crescent Society

The greater the challenges facing our planet, the more we
need to join hands and cooperate to cope them. The breadth of
wars and disasters in our region specifically requires us to work
diligently and continuously to develop tools and channels that
provide humanitarian relief to the needy.

It has been seven years and the conflict in Syria continues.
More than half of the population has been forcibly displaced from
their homes where the critical response for the refugee situation
continues to fall primarily on the neighbouring countries in the
region who continue to host a large number of refugees. The
already vulnerable and fragile context of the host community
population is further exacerbated as the global deficit worsening
to meet the needs of refugees from food, shelter, education, etc.

Though the overall level of refugees in some areas of Syria,
unstable situation escalated elsewhere such as in Yemen. As
well as areas in Irag-Mosul, where thousands of people have
not been able to return to their home town so far, not to mention
other crises such as the Rohingya minority in Myanmar.

Aid workers are exposed to tough conditions and have to
be flexible, resilient and responsible. The most prevalent issue
faced by Humanitarian Aid Workers is climate changes due to
the resulting natural disasters such as floods, droughts, earth-
quakes, etc.

All issues | mentioned earlier require a genuine partnership
and an effective coordination in responding to relief appeals. |
emphasize the importance of drawing up effective plans for
disaster management, within the so-called strategic planning.
These pre-planned strategies ensure that all parties act together
to carry out their mission according to the nature of their work.

Looking at the principles of Humanitarian cooperation adopt-
ed by the Geneva international convention (1965) and con-

The openmg of the Bahram Mall for Syrian refugees at Za'tari camp

Celebrating World Humamtanan Day in partnershlp with the private sector

formedto the principles of other Red Crescent and Red Cross
societies, we find that “Unity” is the core principle amongst oth-
ers. On the one hand, this principle represents the cooperation
between the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.
On the other hand, it ensures the continuity of the Red Cross and
Red Crescent movements and their humanitarian acts.

The principle of “Internationality”, the seventh among the
principle, embodies the meaning of “Partnership” I'm talking
about in this essay. This principle means that Red Crescent So-
cieties receive equal rights with one another and promote under-
standing and cooperation amongst themselves.

Further, this partnership must extend to those workers who
meet the objectives of the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent movements. Despite our absolute commitment to
these seven principles, we are always looking for cooperative
workspaces with Humanitarian Societies.

We at Bahrain Red Crescent are always welcoming to coop-
erate with Civil Institutions and Societies in Bahrain and Abroad.
We are ready to provide our accumulated experience for more
than 48 years to all those who wish to carry out humanitarian
work in accordance with international standards as effectively
as possible.

We are so proud of our volunteers who are committed to learn
and work within the principles of the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent movement. We are always providing them with a
quality training courses organized by our partners from relevant
international organizations in Bahrain and abroad.

We are confident that our volunteers will always stay minded
with qualitative volunteer thinking to serve their families, com-
munity and the whole world.

Providing physical therapy and psychosoctal support for Pales-

tinians - Gaza Strip

,A\

Visits to foreign relief projcts o
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Raising Voluntary awareness and Red Crescent’s objectives
BRCS Volunteers producing
“Life without Bias” film

Sawsan Saleh Al-Aradi
Public Relations Committee member

producing.
And to shed more light on this film, two of film’s cast has
been interviewed to talk more about this interesting
experience and to share ideas
- regarding volunteerism as a con-
|

Volunteering has been acknowledge as a cultural aspect
raised by individuals and societies, as for
some Arab and for-
eign societies both
consider It as a na-
tional duty to engage
with it and even inno-
vate it.

At Gulf level, it
has been acknowl-
edged that the number
of volunteers in vol-
untary associations is
significantly increasing;
undoubtedly, all proofed
their acts in each area
and community.

Undoubtedly, Red
Crescent Societies plays
a significant role of raising
voluntary awareness and
all crescent’'s principles,
through providing aid, assis-
tance and relief at the local
and international levels, in
addition to providing events
and forums to emphasize
these principles among com-
munities and individuals.

As such; raising Volun-
teerism awareness and red
Crescents’ principles, a group
of Bahrain Red Crescent Soci-
ety’s volunteers and members
of youth committee produced a
short movie “A Life without Bias”,
cooperated in its script, acting, and

cept.

Being a director of the film
that we all proud of, | must say
thank you to everyone who has

contributed and cooperated
with us, not allowing any chal-
lenge to prevent us achiev-
ing our goals of providing the
best for our society.
Extending thanks to the
producer Mr. Ageel, actor
Mr. Ahmed, cameramen
and the whole cast for their
cooperation in empha-
sizing the importance of
volunteering and engag-
ing in volunteerism for
humanitarian purposes
without any materialistic
interests.

| would like to thank

our Society Team,
General Secretary Dr.
Fawzi Amin, Director
General Mr. Mubarak
Al Hadi, Head of PR
Committee Mr. Al
Madan and Head
of Youth Commit-
tee Dr. Shatha Qa-
rooni, for giving us
the chance to turn
our ideas into re-
ality and proud
achievements

Bahrain Red Crescent Society Attend
10th Regional Conference in Baghdad

Bahrain Red Crescent Society
(BRCS) participated in the 10th Regional
Conference of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies of the Middle East
and North Africa, held recently in Bagh-
dad engaged with representatives from
National Societies, ARCO and the Inter-
national Movement of the Red Cross Red
Crescent.

The Bahraini delegation was chaired
by BRCS’s General Secretary Dr. Fawzi
Amin and comprised the society’s head
of public relations committee, Mr. Ali Kad-
hem, and affairs committee member, Mr.
Hameed Abdul Redha, and young & youth
committee member, Mr. Ali Abdul Aziz.

During the conference, Dr. Amin
chaired the session on one of the most
important current humanitarian chal-
lenges, namely migration and displace-
ment and the role of the Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies. Dr. Fawzi Amin
was also elected as a Conference Office
member.

Participants discussed a range of is-
sues, including enhancing a culture of
peace and non-violence, working togeth-

er to improve the conditions of IDPs and
migrants, the shrinking of neutral and im-
partial humanitarian space, and the rising
vulnerabilities of millions of migrants.

The conference discussed the hu-
manitarian challenges faced by many
countries in the world, especially those
that suffer from security, economic and
political problems, In addition to topics
related to national societies working in
situations of armed conflict, empowering
youth and women, innovation and peace,
psychological support for communities
affected by armed conflicts and discuss
the strategy of the International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and Red Crescent So-
cieties until 2030.

The Conference was held con-
comitantly with the youth forum held on
Wednesday April 18, attended by Bah-
raini delegation representative and soci-
ety’s head of public relations committee,
Mr. Ali Kadhem.

BRCS chaired a session themed
“people on the move” which addresses a
range of humanitarian issues and under-
lines other important topics: “the impact of

migration on host communities” presented
by Jordan Red Crescent Society, “Protec-
tion and Migrants’ Legal Status” present-
ed by Libyan Red Crescent Society, “Pro-
moting Social Integration” presented by
Egyptian Red Crescent Society, “Towards
a Flexible Societies: Community Health,
First Aid and Mobilize Support” presented
by Tunisian Red crescent and Lebanese
Red Cross and The Iranian Red Crescent
concluded the session on the impact of
urbanization. The interventions of mem-
bers of the Youth Forum were then heard
in a special workshop.

The sessions of the conference were
concluded with the fourth session, which
was aimed at consultation on the 2030
strategy. The closing ceremony was fol-
lowed by a review of the main results of
the Youth Forum and the Drafting Com-
mittee’s report.

The Baghdad Declaration, which
dealt with a range of humanitarian is-
sues, was adopted and stressed the
importance of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies Which brings hope
and support to vulnerable communities.
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4,000 underprivileged Bahraini families
receive BRCS’s Aid

Social Services Committee’s mem-
bers are volunteering in distributing aids
to more than 4,000 underprivileged fam-
ily in various areas of Bahrain, in which
the committee has studied all cases of
these families to ensure that society’s
aids are received by deserving families.

BRCS General Director Mr. Mubarak
Al Hadi noted the keenness of BRCS to
reach the actual needy and meet their
needs and to preserve their humanity
and dignity based on a set of criteria ac-
cumulated society’s experience to pro-
vide aid for more than 40 years now.

During his inspection of the distribu-
tion of aid, Mr. Al Hadi thanked the vol-
unteers of the society for their diligent ef-
forts to meet the needs of the deserving
families.

BRCS urge all, including private com-
panies, institutions, individuals and well-
wishers, to come forward and support us
so that we can together help the society’s
aal, ld cg n oo needy families in Bahrain.
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Bahrain Red Crescent Celebrates the
Graduation of Kindergarten Children

Under the patronage of HE Ali bin Mohammed Mu-
rad, Vice President of the Bahrain Red Crescent Society,
The Society celebrated the graduation of a new batch
of children from “Baby Home” Kindergarten in Manama,
launched by the association since 1974, and aims to em-
brace and educate the children of needy Bahraini fami-
lies for free or nominal prices.

“Our mission today is to remind everyone of disasters
and the disruption of education among those affected
and to stress our keenness to back educational activi-
ties both inside and outside the Kingdom” said Dr. Fawzi
Amin, the General Secretary of Bahrain Red Crescent
Society

Dr Fawzi stressed that supporting education along
with other humanitarian activities is a potential aim of the
society. It has rebuilt a special needs school in Thailand

and the Maldives after tsunami.

“We have to remember how many children around
the world whose education has been stopped or disrupt-
ed due to schools being severely damaged or destroyed.
Education can be lifesaving in a crisis. Not being in
school can leave children at risk of child labor, early mar-
riage, exploitation and recruitment into armed forces.”

For his part, General Director of Bahrain RCS Mr.
Mubarak Al Hadi assured that the society is moving for-
ward in diversifying and developing social services it pro-
vides to Bahraini community.

“Since its establishment in 1970, the society has
been providing all possible community services to both
citizens and residents of the Kingdom of Bahrain along
with its humanitarian acts inside and outside Bahrain”.
He added.

Through 34 training sessions and 15 trainers

BRCS trained 398 of people on first aid
in the first half of this year

Bahrain Red Crescent Society is calling communities
to be equipped with life-saving skills, be it in times of
everyday crises, disasters or conflicts. It has provided
34 first aid training sessions, where 398 of trainees ob-
tained International Paramedic Certificate during the first
half of this year.

BRCS Director General Mubarak Al Hadi revealed
that this move is not only recognition of the Red Cres-
cent’s leading position as a first aid provider and of its
global reach. It is also to boost the profile of Bahrain Red
Crescent conducting first aid training for citizens and
residents since the eighteens of the last century, add-
ing that the training is often conducted upon institutions,
agencies, and government bodies’ requestto reinforce
the emergency preparedness and response capacity of
its staff.

Al Hadi explained that training includes BRCS vol-
unteers, with the aim of providing more qualified volun-
teers, improving the capacity of the association’s volun-
teers through training and rehabilitation and enhancing
the personal abilities of the trainees by focusing on their
abilities and needs.

“First Aid is a question of life and death. Knowledge
and quick action performed by bystanders in the face of
a crisis can make the difference. We rely on these every-
day heroes to help save lives.” Al Hadi added.

“The Red Cross Red Crescent has been the world’s
leading first aid trainer and provider for more than 100
years. In 2012, more than 14 million people were trained
in 77 countries,”

“The International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC) is the world’s largest volun-
teer-based humanitarian network, reaching 150 million
people each year through our 189 member National So-
cieties.” Said BRCS Director General

For his part, Mr Kadhem Alqgallaf, Head of First Aid
Committee, pointed that 15 certified trainers perform
the task of administering and delivering first aid courses
at the BRCS, noting that the four days training course
includes 20 hours of training and an examination con-
ducted by a certified Paramedic specialist.

Algallaf explained that the BRCS developed guide-
lines, detailing the local implementation of first aid train-
ing, the objectives and educational methods to be used,
the evaluation process and the choice of equipment

suitable to local living and working conditions. Training
courses usually includes theoretical and practical parts,
and dealt with many axes, including burns, fractures,
pulmonary resuscitation, transfusion, and haemorrhage
and fainting.

“People with first aid skills and the confidence to use
them are heroes, regardless of where and who they are.
This idea applies to any disaster: a typhoon affecting
thousands or a road accident in the middle of the day.”

“Our vision and our commitment is that as many peo-
ple, at any age, can be equipped with life-saving skills in
their own community. Most of us have — or will at some
time — encounter a situation where first aid is needed.
Saving lives is a matter of skills that can be learned by
everyone, everywhere.”

Bahrain Red Crescent Society has launched the first
of kind in Bahrain, a First Aid Smartphone application
“Bahrain Aid”. The applications views important news,
updates, tips and advice regarding first aid.
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BRCS volunteers
visit Patients and the elderly

A host of Bahrain Red Crescent Society (BRCS) volunteers organise an on-go-
ing visitation program to visit children at Salmaniya Medical Centre (SMC) as part of
BRCS activities to congratulate them for Eid Al-Adha occasion.

During their visit to SMC, BRCS delegation was received by staff and children from
the SMC, and the volunteers had a chance to spend time with patients and surprise
them with gifts.

BRCS delegation appreciated the enormous efforts made by doctors, nurses, and
staff of SMC to provide the best care and services to the patients.

The Society also organized a similar visit to the National Bank of Bahrain Elderly
Home, the team of volunteers had a great time talking to and connecting with the
grandparents, and hoped they enjoyed their gifts.

Theses visits were organized by Health Awareness Committee in cooperation with
other committees.

The head of Health Awareness committee, MuyssrSabriAuadhalla, extended
BRCS's thanks to the supporting bodies for such activities carried out by BRCS volun-
teers, paralleled to the loving and caring Bahraini community.

She stressed the society’s constant efforts to address all segments of Bahra|n|
society and called on everyone in the community to join the Red Crescent volunteers
and participate in their various humanitarian activities

/"

o~ Bahrain Red Crescent Society

o

Hosts Its Annual Gathering

Bahrain Red Crescent Society (BRCS)
hosted a successful Ghabgha gathering at
RCS headquarters on 28th of May, where
the event is part of BRCS continuous drive
to enhance the society’s partnership with
its members and volunteers.

The General Secretary of BRCS Dr
Fawzi Amin, in his speech during the meet-
ing, stressed the keenness of BRCS volun-
teers to achieve the society’s local, region-
al and international objective, reviewing a
number of relief projects implemented by
the society in Bahrain and abroad.

Dr Amin stressed that the Ramadan
meeting is an opportunity for all members
and volunteers to thank them for their hard
work to implement all relief programs and
projects, pointing out the importance of
such meetings in spreading the culture of
voluntary relief work among the different
segments of Bahraini society.

For his part, the director general of

[

BRCS Mr Mubarak Al Hadi stressed that
society is keen to hold annual Ramadan
meetings to consolidate the bonds of love
and cooperation among the volunteers.
He pointed out the importance of such
meetings in achieving communication be-
tween the generations of volunteers and

highlighting the experience of Bahrain
leadership in humanitarian work, especial-
ly as Bahrain has been pioneer in the work
of the Red Crescent since the seventies
of the last century. The Ramadan evening
included honouring the members of the as-
sociation and volunteers.
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BRCS and Avenues launched
a campaign themed “#EndTheirHunger”

BRCS participates with Hajj Medical
Mission in the Service of Pilgrims
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For the Thirteenth consecutive year, Bahrain Red Cres-
cent Society continues its participation with Bahrain Haijj
Medical Mission through providing an equipped ambulance
with a paramedic and a driver, while the Crescent delega-
tion participates in serving the Hajj pilgrims from Kingdom
of Bahrain.

BRCS Director General Mr.Mubarak Al Hadi revealed
that the ambulance allocated by the society to accompany
the official Hajj mission is fully equipped according to the
Health Ministry’s standards. There were also a paramedic
and a trainer to serve the pilgrims while performing their Hajj
rituals.

Mr.Al Hadi underlined the society’s constant keenness
on cooperation Bahrain Hajj Mission within the framework of
continuous coordination to serve all pilgrims from Bahrain.

The Director General of Bahraini Red Crescent Society
lauded the good efforts of Bahrain Hajj Medical Mission, and
stressed that the participating delegation contributes well
with the medical mission for serving the pilgrims.
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Bahrain Red Crescent Society (BRCS) and Avenues
Bahrain with launched a campaign themed “#EndTheirHun-
ger” to bring joy during the holy month of Ramadan and Eid,
aimed at raising funds for providing adequate provisions and
rations for families in need of food all over the world.

Avenues-Bahrain in collaboration with the BRCS urged
all visitors to support the campaign which highlighted that
despite the fact enough food is being produced around the
world, many underprivileged families around the world still
struggle to provide adequate nutritious food for their family
members.

The “#EndTheirHunger” campaign encouraged people
to donate by participating in an artistic activity. An activation
stand was placed at The Grand Avenue, near Gate 3 — The
Bay Gate where visitors received a white plate as a gift for
donating BD5 or more, which they can decorate and paint
on.

#EndTheirHunger campaign gave the opportunity for all,
especially youths and children to express their support for
charitable causes which rose social responsibility aware-
ness and promoted the aspect of charitable work amongst
adults, youth and children.

In recognition of the importance of art and its impact on
inspiring communities, local Bahraini artists were invited to

MOHAMED TAHA
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participate in the initiative. Painting over blank white plates
were displayed at the stand and given to those who donate
generous amounts. The donations were collected in the form
of cash and electronic payments for needy families regis-
tered in BRCS.
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Bahrain Red Crescent
attracts a group of new volunteers

Bahrain Red Crescent Society held the first meeting with
the new volunteers of the Society, during which they were intro-
duced to the Society, its objectives and principles.

During the meeting, the new volunteers were introduced to
the committees of the society thus to enable them to choose the
most appropriate committee that meets their experience.

They were also introduced to the Society’s aims and pur-
poses, which it endeavours to achieve, in Bahrain and abroad,
agreeing to the principles of Humanitarian cooperation adopted
by the Geneva international convention and conforming to the
principles of other Red Crescent and Red Cross societies.

They were also encouraged to contribute with partners of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement in alleviat-

ing human suffering, providing social and humanitarian services
and promoting the principles of the international movement.

General Secretary of RCS, DrFawzi Amin, welcomed the
new volunteers and stressed the keenness of the Society to
attract volunteers who are able to work within the principles of
humanitarian acts thus to enhance Society’s ability to achieve
its goal to provide assistance to whom in need in Bahrain and
abroad.

For his part, Public Relations and Member Affairs Manager,
Mr Ali Ahmed stressed that volunteers are always welcomed to
join our Society to be trained and introduced to Humanitarian
work principles which are humanity, Impartiality, neutrality, inde-
pendence, Charitable Nature, unity and Internationality.

BRCS receives Danish
Red Cross goodwill ambassador
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Bahrain Red Crescent Society (BRCS) has been visited
by Thor Pedersen, a Red Cross goodwill ambassador for
Denmark, who is Bahrain as part of a mission to promote
humanitarian compassion by travelling to every country in
the world without flying.

Kingdom of Bahrain is the 154th destination of Ped-
ersen’s journey that started from Germany nearly five years
ago, which is planned to complete by February 2020. So far,
he passed about 220,000 km through public transport and
without flying.

In a meeting with BRCS's staff and volunteers, Pederson
praised Bahrain’s humanitarian relief efforts offered in many
countries and disasters, as well as charitable and local ac-
tivities, to place Bahrain on the global humanitarian agenda.

During the meeting, Pedersen listened to a presentation
on the organization’s history and activities locally and inter-
nationally. Then, he delivered a lecture on his journey, which
serves a cause by emphasizing the sense of humanity as
the basis of coexistence and communication, regardless of
the barriers of culture, language, or politics.

The general secretary of BRCS, Dr. Fawzi Amin, wel-
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comed Mr. Pedersen, stressing that this trip coincided with
the objectives of the society in linking the different com-
ponents of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement and to highlight the duty placed on these socie-
ties and encourage them to continue their humanitarian role.

Dr. Amin praised the lofty objectives of Pederson’s jour-
ney themed at “A Stranger is a friend you've never met be-
fore” aimed at taking responsibility for the betterment of life
for those vulnerable people, affected by armed conflicts or
natural disasters, in society.

For his part, BRSC'’s Director General Mr. Mubarak Al
Hadi stressed the importance of this journey by Pederson,
expressing his pride that Bahrain is an important station in
this journey, which has so far included countries in South
and North America, Asia, Africa and Europe, during which
Pederson briefed the Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie-
ties.

BRCS Director General pointed out to the importance of
the meeting, which gathered volunteers of the Society with
Mr. Pedersen to view his experiences of societies and cross
around the world.
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oo umanitarian action
what they want,

By Dr Fawzi Amin

General Secretary of Bahrain Red Crescent Society

Given the key role of partnership in humanitarian actions as a primary objective of the Red Cross
and the Red Crescent, the so called “Internationality” principle, international solidarity is a key factor
to the growth of partnershipbetween international movements’ bodies.

Extending this partnership to outer bodies, starting partnership with local societies and asso-
ciations that is involved in providing aids to the vulnerable in and outside Bahrain, to interact with
regional and international partners including UN organizations and relevant international bodies for
humanitarian action, is what | am calling for.

To ensure the effectiveness of such partnerships, cooperation should be framed by memoran-
dums of understanding or agreements that define the roles and responsibilities of partners and
programs, followed by programmed work plans that can be implemented and measured progress
towards agreed goals.

Our experience in Bahrain to attract a number of major Islamic associations and to provide sup-
port to the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh in coordination with the Bengal Crescent Society under
the umbrella of the International Federation is a successful experiment by all standards. Through this
partnership goals were achievedeffectively in which it won’t be achieved individually.

The National Society is a legal and legitimate authority to deliver aids outside Bahrain governed
by local and international laws. Also, the international federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
societies (IFRC) interacts with official authorities in affected countries which facilitates procedures
and reduce operational costs which will increase the quality and quantity of assistance and donations
to the targeted area.

Through innovative partnership’s methods and ideas, we can expand and double our humani-
tarian acts in a cost-effective manner and optimally utilize its limited resources. As such, we have
begun to define bearable partners to locally cooperate with us mainly from the government sector;
most likely MoH and Civil Defense along with Civil Society sector, private sector and academic sector
including universities concerned with training physicians and nurses.

Building effective partnership in humanitarian action can implement major relief projects and
transform ideas into reality, establishing programs contributing to help all vulnerable people.
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